
Submission from Sheila Bawar 
 
As an English resident, who subscribes to your website (I find your politics more 
inspiring than in England!) I would like to thank you for considering the position of 
pedestrians. 
 
May I say, like many people, I am not only a pedestrian around town, but also use 
walking as a means of pleasure and exercise. 
 
Can I say, I, like many others, are also worried about the increasing prevalence of 
cyclists on pavements in town (often cycling at speed with little, or no, consideration 
for others using the pavements), and those who cycle for fitness purposes in out of 
town areas, who see pedestrians as nothing more than an obstacle or a means to 
test out their skills in avoiding obstacles. 
 
There appears to be no requirement on cyclists to use bells to alert pedestrians of 
their presence; (happily a cyclist on a country lane actually expressed his own 
concerns about this); but in terms of speed, proximity to pedestrians as they cycle 
past, and length of warning (if any) of their presence does not exist. I have no 
objection to people enjoying their “fitness mode”, but I do think they have a 
responsibility for safe and considerate cycling to pedestrians. 
 
What was “the limit” for me the other week was 2 cyclists, moving quite quickly, 
inside an indoor shopping centre. This I did report to the security staff, who informed 
me that cyclist, are, indeed, not allowed to cycle in the centres, and agreed to 
monitor the situation. 
 
Life is stressful enough, without having to watch your back all the time, in case you 
are going to be mowed down on a pavement!! As you point out, for those with 
mobility problems, in or out of wheelchairs/mobility scooters, the situation must be 
even worse. 
 
I hope you do not mind me adding to your debate, as I feel there is e second string of 
difficulty to pedestrians around, over and above cars parking inconsiderately. 
 
May I say, Nottingham, the city where I live, has virtually eradicated parking issues in 
the city area by making so much of the city prohibited to private vehicles. They have 
created several “park and ride” areas, around the city boundary, where car users can 
combine parking cost with either bus or tram travel into the inner city area. I am not 
sure it went down well at first, but people appear to have accepted and adjusted to 
the situation. The park and ride package is at a reduced rate. Disabled/blue badge 
owners still have specified parking bays in the city area, and private hire cars are 
able to access most parts of the city. 


